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From: Schalles, Scott R.
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2011 8:09 AM
To: IRRC; Wilmarth, Fiona E.; Johnson, Leslie A. Lewis; Kaufman, Kim; Hoffman, Stephen F.
Subject: FW: 16a-4929 : Behavior Specialist
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Original Message
From: Tabatha Miller, LSW [mailto:tabathama(Syahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2011 8:10 AM
To: Schalles, Scott R.
Cc: pmanciaffimanitoway.com; hgardiner(£)ccres,org
Subject: 16a-4929 : Behavior Specialist

Mr. Schalles -
I am asking IRRC to consider rejecting the regulation to require a separate licensure for
Behavioral Specialist working with clients on the autism spectrum. This additional
requirement has great potential to negatively impact the clients on the spectrum served in
Pennsylvania. As a licensed social worker and recently certified Behavioral Specialist I work
with clients on the spectrum as well as clients with other mental health disorders. At my
community based agency that provides wraparound services there is a waiting list of
approximately 30 clients. If there was an additional license required for clients on the
spectrum I believe the waiting list would be much longer for those clients. Not only would
this regulation potentially lead to longer wait times for services but I believe it may also
put a great financial burden on professionals and agencies. During this time of concerns of
state funding of Medicaid and grants, imposing additional licensure requirements when a
certification is currently required does not seem wise.
Mr. Schalles, I truly hope that IRRC will consider the negative ramifications of this
proposed regulation. Please reject the regulation to allow for greater considerations of how
to improve services delivered to clients on the autism spectrum.

Sincerely,
Tabatha Miller LSW BSC/MT
Brief Treatment Clinician Laurel Life Services York Pa Counselor and Part-time Day Faculty
Central Penn College Harrisburg Pa
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